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The Systematic Collapse in Hegel’s Philosophy of Law and  
the Singularity of Modern Theory
OYABU Toshihiro*
 There have been commentaries that Hegel’s philosophy was aimed at 
eliminating accidental things, denying contingency, and that the actuality as 
referred to in the preface of the Hegel’s philosophy of law applies to essential 
things only, removing accidental things. However, when reading the philosophy 
of law in detail, one can confirm that the concept of contingency plays a key 
role in its systematic development, along with comprehensive enumerations of 
contingency, which is rather unprecedented in terms of the comprehensive 
systematic philosophy of contingency in social events. My detailed researches 
have revealed that the introduction, the first part （abstract law）, the second 
part （morality）, and the first two chapters of the third part （ethical life） are 
systematically consistent and contingency is a keystone of the systematic 
development of the philosophy. Despite this, in the third chapter on state in 
the part of ethical life, the strong coherence of contingency in the system 
breaks down. The present study clarifies this collapse of systematic coherence 
in the theory of national sovereignty from an original perspective of 
contingency and system, and with an immanent approach.
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